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RieiVIARICS 

Wilhom acquiescing to the propriety of ihe rejcciioiis in Uie Office Action lUilwl Febmury 
12, 2003, claims 1,16 and 29 have been Jimenckd. Enli-y of these aniernhncnts, reconsideration 
of the iijiplicarioii, mid allowance of all claims pending herein is respectfully requested in view of 
the remjirks below. Claims 1-9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 24, 25 and 28-32 are now pending and under 
coiisideratioi). 
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§ 102 Rcjcctians: 



Claims 1-6, 8, 9, 1 3, 1 4, 1 6, 1 7, 24, 25 and 28-32 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(b) 
as being clearly anticipaleil hy Tecri (U.S. I'aieni No. 3,836,195). 

Claim I ofthe present application reeiius ;in adjusiahle disc spring system which includes 
al least one hoveled disc spring a.xially aliened with an adjustable spacer. The adjusUibIc spacer 
is plastically compressible in a siibslanlially axially direction relative la the al least one beveled 
disc spring lo allow an axial adjuslineni lo ihe adjustable spacer in response to a force placed on 
the spacer. 

Tcori discloses a spring pillar assembled from Belleville disc springs aligned parallel to 
one ajiolher and connected by binding' rings. FIGS. 4 and 6 disclose deflection of the disc springs 
in a manner sucli that the binding rings must be rigid. Specifically, tlie ends ofthe disc springs 
which ai-c received in the binding rings are not dcllected while (he opposite ends thereof are 
deflected toward one aiiolher. Tlius, it is evident from die position ofthe diiflecled disc springs 
m tliesie figures ("i.e., tlie disc springs appear ddfornicd but not the binding rings) tlial the bindings 
rings might be rigid. Tlie specification of Tccri discloses that the binding rings may be made of 
.steel plate rings and further thnl such binding rings may alae be made from an elastic material, 
such as rubber or synthetic rubber. However, there is no disclosure of the binding rings being 
matle ol a plastically compressible material, as is recited in claim 1 of rhc present application. 
The plastically compressible nature ofthe spacers recited in claim I ofthe present application 
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aHows such spacers to be adjusted or preloadeil. More specifically, ihe spacers may be 
plastieally deformecl in a predictable mamicr which allows th^m lo be adjusted in fine incremenls 
to achieve a precise adjusimenl. Fnr exanipk, as depicted in PfGS. 9-J 1 oCihe presciil 
upplicaiion, the dellcciion or adjiistmeiu oCmich spacers in combinalion wilh various disc sprine 
systems may be predicted based on the force applied. Such adjuslnienl or preload of such spacers 
in the various disc spring systems disclosed allow si.eh dise springs sysiems to he utilized iji 
applicaiions rcc|uirinfi precise ailjuslaienu and spacing of diilcrent componcnus, for example, in a 
bearing assanbly. I lowover, there is no disclosure of the hindinK rings in Tccri being adjustable 
spacers or that adjusimcnt of such binding rings by a foi'cc is desirable. Tn fact, the binding rings 
in Teeri arc described as being clastic and depicted as bciny rigid but not as facing plastically 
defonnablc. Tn contrast, the spacers described in the present application are intended to be 
plastically dcfomicd lo particular dimensions lo provide a certain spacing, for example, in a 
bearing assembly. Thus, because an adjustable spacer which.is plastically compressible to allow 
adju.s(niciil thereof in response lo a force is riot i«lciilically di.sclosetJ in Teeri. claim I of the 
present application caimot he anticipated thereby, riuis. claim 1 is believed lo be allowable 
along with the claims depending thereon which are believed to be allowable for the reasons 
described and for their own additional features. 

Claim 20 of the present application, as amended, recites axially aligning at Ica-sl one 
beveled di.sc spring wilh an a<ljustable spacer and compressing an udjiiatable spacer in a 
substantially axially direction relative to the at least one beveled d,sc spring to plastically deform 
Ihc spacer. There is no disclosure in Teeri of a.i adjustable spacer being confessed nor such a 
spacer being plasiicaUy defomied due to such compression. In.siead, the binding rings which 
connect the di.sc springs in Teeri are disclosed as being rigid or elastic, but not plastically 
defonnahle. as recited in claim 29 aad described in the present appUeaiion. Thus, because the 
features of claim 29 are not identically disclo.sed by Teeri, this claim cannot be anticipated 
Ihereby. The dependent claims are not believed lo be anticipated for these reasons and for their 
own additional features. Thus, these claiins arc believed to he allowable. 
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§103 Rejections; 

Claim 7 stands rejiicied under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over Teni in vicAV of 
Brecht (U.S. pyleni No. 1, 826,597). Because this rejection relies on tlic § 102 ijppiicatioxi or 
Teni, this claim ir^ belies'ed lo allowable Lor the same reasons as claim I described above and ibr 
the uddirional fcuiiire of a beveled disc spring liaving nn axially protruding lip. 
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CONCLUSION 

Tt is believed ihal ihe claims of ilits 4ppliciilioii are in condition Tor allowance, and such 
aciion is respectfully requested. 

Ifa telephone coiifcrcacc would be orassisiance in advancing prcKSticulion of the subject 
nppliciilion, the Exiiminer is iavittid lo lelephoiie die undeisifincd altorney at Ihe telephone 
number provided. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_. Kl.J^ irC^ 

Victor A. Cardona 
Atlomcy Ibr Applicanl 
Rcgislraiion No. 44,v589 

Dated:' May . 2003 

riKSLIN RrtTITENBKRG FARLEY &. MICSITI, V.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 
Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (518)452-5600 
Facsimile: (518)452-5579 
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